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Tidal on threshold

of cost revolution
The levelised cost of tidal 

energy is forecast to halve to 

£150 per megawatt-hour once 

100MW of capacity is installed 

in the UK, according to a new 

report to be published during 

All-Energy 2018.

Tidal stream will fall further 

to £90/MWh at the 1GW 

mark and £80/MWh at 2GW 

from the current cost of 

around £300/MWh, the Tidal 

Stream and Wave Energy 

Cost Reduction and Industrial 

Renewable Energy Catapult 

will call for the introduction 

of an “immediate route to 

market via revenue support” 

for tidal. If supported, the 

sector could generate a net 

of £1.4bn and support 4000 
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jobs by 2030. Wave energy is 

some ten years behind tidal 

but could support 8100 jobs 

in the UK by 2040 and add 

£4bn to the economy.

ORE Catapult research and 

innovation director Stephen 

“encouraging”. Talks with 

stakeholders will continue 

to “establish the best way 

forward for future support”, 

he added.

Industry players said the 

study, which will be presented 

to UK energy department 

boost to the marine sector’s 

support.

Vattenfall is seeking a route to 

market for its 165MW South 

Kyle wind farm via corporate 

power purchase deals with a 

range of UK businesses.

The Swedish giant opened 

customers earlier this month 

and will accept tenders until 

June for bundles as small 

as 1MW. Each deal will be 

between 10 and 20 years and 

contribute to the business 

case for the south-west 

Scotland wind farm currently 

due online from 2020. 

PPAs are set to be a major 

talking point of All-Energy 

2018 as developers look 

to underpin subsidy-free 

wind farms, according to 

Maria Connolly, head of the 

renewables team at UK law 

deals has been slow but 

multi-technology projects may 

be the “winning formula” in 

the future, added Connolly.

SSE has meanwhile secured 

consent for the 133MW 

Strathy South wind farm in 

the far north of Scotland.

PPA push to pave way for 165MW South Kyle mega-farm

TURNING TIDE: Sustainable Marine Energy’s 280kW 

. 

Brawn and brains
MHI Vestas product manager Catalina Sarivan sits down with Emma Howard to discuss how smart the most powerful turbines can become. 11.00-11.20, Innovation Theatre

UK pipeline push is key to global reach
to compete on an international 

local companies cut costs, 
Hugh McNeal (pictured)

contracts internationally is not 
“There has been a 

Cost cutting by suppliers 

‘Turn up the volume for low-cost future’Greater volume and technology innovation are the key drivers to unlock 

Michael Simmelsgaard.  p2

Fistuca hammer set for 

from Dutch authorities to trial a new 
coast. p4

5.5GW pipeline spurs European build blitz

online by end-2020. p5
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At the cutting edge

researcher Peter Greaves will discuss whether aerospace materials can provide a long-term solution for leading-edge erosion of turbine blades. 12.40-13.00, Innovation Theatre

Chinese chapter and verseGet a market update on what is 

general manager new energy at State 

12.00-12.15, Share Fair Theatre
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Floating future
This session will look at the lessons 

sector can deliver on large-scale deployment in the future.  16.00-17.00, Conference  Session A, Charter 2&3

SSE, Fluor plan auction bid for 1.5GW Seagreen

Sid Anverali. p3

innogy. A global leader  in renewable energy  and shaping the future of offshore wind.
Make innogy your renewables partner of choice for innovation and technology. 
Find us at GOW2018, at the innogy business lounge, and let’s talk business!innogy.com

global interest in the sector, 

This year is a “milestone 

encourage investment in our 

UK coastal communities that 

Germany, the US, France, 
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Fred Olsen is looking at 
producing new wave device 
prototypes from next year for 
testing in European waters.

The Norwegian developer 
is in talks with a number of 
potential customers for its 
Bolt Lifesaver point absorber 
unit.

Some customers are 
interested in buying a device 
outright while others are keen 

on hosting commercial tests 
in the field. Work could start 
next year ahead of potential 
deployment in the North Sea, 
it is understood.

Olsen is targeting the 
machine at offshore wind 
farm developers, oil and 
gas drillers and the defence 
industry to provide a charging 
device for seabed sensors, 
data communication lines and 

subsea drones. “Our feedback 
tells us clients are looking 
for 5kW to 15kW of constant, 
autonomous power at low 
wave heights with battery 
banks and not hundreds of 
megawatts of grid-connected 
power,” said commercial 
director Steve Pears.

The company has modified 

its existing machine scheduled 
to be installed by the end of 
September at the US Navy’s 
Kaneohe Bay Wave Energy 
Test Site off the Hawaiian 
island of Oahu.

The six-month trials will 
be led by researchers from 
the University of Hawaii, 
who will test the ability of 

the Bolt Lifesaver to power 
communications equipment 
on the seabed and to run in 
autonomous mode. 

All upgrades and 
improvements have been 
made to the device and the 
developer is now awaiting a 
suitable weather window for 
deployment, said Pears.

IN BRIEF
n  The Crown Estate has agreed 
in principle to extend Perpetuus 
Tidal Energy’s seabed option off the 
Isle of Wight, southern England, 
as the developer seeks to kick off 
construction of a 30MW deployment 
site from 2020.

The agreement for lease deadline 
for the Perpetuus Tidal Energy 
Centre will likely be extended from 
15 November 2018 to 19 April 2021. 
The developer has signed on Tocardo 
and Schottel to deliver 20MW and 
10MW, respectively, at the array off St 
Catherine’s Point.

n  DesignPro Renewables of Ireland 
is eyeing Canada and France for 
potential deployments of its next-
generation tidal device after the 
company withdrew an application 
to install a 60kW machine in its 
homeland. Plans to test in the river 
Fergus in the Shannon estuary were 
canned because consent was likely 
to be granted beyond deadlines 
associated with a €1.95m Horizon 
2020 grant, it said.

n  Minesto is to start subsea testing 
of its 500kW DG500 tidal kite off 
north Wales after completing initial 
commissioning sea trials near 
Holyhead.

n  Canadian utility Emera has 
withdrawn from its Cape Sharp Tidal 
joint venture with OpenHydro, which 
installed a 2MW vertical axis turbine 
in the Bay of Fundy, Nova Scotia, last 
month.
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